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Abstract:
The Egyptian heritage of Coptic art and culture has a profound impact on the development of

contemporary ceramic sculpture in Egypt. This paper examines how the researcher drew
inspiration from Coptic icons across historical periods in her works displayed at the exhibition.
It explores the symbolic context that dominated Christian art, derived from the distinctive visual
language, symbolism, and spiritual traditions of Coptic Christianity. The characters in her works
embody a spirit of sanctity and dignity, leading her to create a collection of innovative ceramic
sculptures that honor their cultural heritage while pushing the boundaries of the medium—<clay.
At the core is the expression of Coptic artistic sensibilities with a contemporary vision, where
rich symbolic vocabulary emerges, connected to narratives and beliefs in the Coptic Christian
doctrine. The ceramist embraced this visual lexicon, translating iconic imagery from Coptic
art—such as saints, the Virgin Mary, and Christ, as well as Coptic textile motifs like doves and
floral patterns—into contemporary abstract sculptural forms.

This research presents a description and theorization of twelve ceramic sculptures that range
from figurative to abstract compositions, executed in fired clay with various surface treatment
techniques. These works were exhibited at the Mahmoud Said Museum in Alexandria under the
title "Coptic Icons." Beyond formal considerations, Coptic spirituality has significantly shaped
the thematic concerns of contemporary Egyptian ceramic sculpture. The researcher focused on
divine transcendence, spirituality, and the human experience of the sacred as sources of
inspiration. Some serene and celestial works evoke a sense of quiet contemplation and
otherworldly existence, reflecting the spirit of meditation found in Coptic monastic life.
Similarly, other ceramic assemblages, with their abstract and totemic forms, embody this
essence. The importance of the research lies in utilizing the symbolic forms of ancient Coptic
art and icons to shape a collection of ceramic works with design, compositional, and aesthetic
values. This also roots Egyptian identity and highlights an important artistic era in the heritage.
The works were not merely reproductions of Coptic art but rather a dynamic process of
interpretation and innovative recreation. The icons and Coptic themes were merged with
contemporary artistic styles, producing works that speak to the enduring power of their cultural
heritage, presented in an abstract style, some of which are semi-minimal, differing from
traditional concepts of religious art. The researcher aimed for simplification in surface
formation to add purity, creating spatial elements that transform into a calm void, allowing for
the emanation of sacredness and transcendence.

The research problem focuses on understanding how Coptic icons influence contemporary
ceramic sculpture and how Coptic symbols can produce artworks reflecting Egyptian cultural
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identity. It raises questions about integrating traditional elements with modern methods and the
aesthetic and moral values achievable through this integration.
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