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Summary:
Yemen is considered to be one of the countries that have developed a technique for preserving
and mummifying bodies using aromatic plant materials found in the Yemeni environment. The
practice of mummification is not only a religious tradition associated with the belief in
resurrection and afterlife but also a scientific and artistic skill performed by knowledgeable
individuals, often priests, who possess expertise in natural sciences, climate, plant properties,
and human body preservation. However, these mummies are currently facing systematic

destruction, with many of them being lost.
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Unfortunately, the continuous disruption and destruction of burial sites, particularly the rock-
cut tombs containing numerous mummies, have resulted in the loss of a significant national
treasure that holds great importance in Yemen's history and civilization.

Despite the unveiling of several mummies, their preservation has not been carried out with the
necessary scientific rigor in some aspects. They have deteriorated significantly due to the lack
of'ideal environmental and treatment conditions needed for their preservation. Additionally, the

lack of proper care has made them vulnerable to loss and decay.

Keywords
Yemeni mummies, mummification, rock-cut tombs, disruption of tombs, Preservation,
Destruction.
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